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Division 1
Floral Design



Class 1 – A Feast for the Eyes

An alfresco functional table set for two staged on a 36” x 36” x 34” table. Table 
legs may be collapsed for a picnic set-up, if desired. Exhibitor may use an overlay 
and accessories are encouraged; however, chairs, food and silverware are not 
allowed. Floral design(s) must predominate and may not extend past edges of the 
table. There are no height restrictions. A statement of intent is required.



A Walk in My Garden
My garden is a series
of terraces (rooms). 
I have taken plants 
from 4 of the ‘rooms’.

Entry 1 – Jasmin Gentling

Botanical Name

Room 1
Acanthus Mollis
Buddelia ‘Pink Cascade’
Polygonatum
Hardy begonia

Room 2
Monarda
Echinacea augustifolia
Rudbeckia

Room 3
Lilium asiatics
Papaver somnifera
Thalictrum

Room 4
Anethum graveklens 
Allium aggregatum  var. 
viviparum
Garlic
Thymus

Common Name

 
Bears Britches
Butterfly Bush
Solomon Seal
Begonia sp.

Bee Balm
Cone Flower
Black Eyed Susan
 

AsiaticLily
Poppy
Meadow Rue
 

Dill
Egyptian Onion

Garlic
Thyme

Judges Comments:

We would like to be invited to that 
party! 



Joy!!!  A Delightful Repast
with a Friend

Botanical Name

Allium sativum
Crocosmia aurea

Common Name

Garlic scapes
Falling Stars

Judges Comments:

Extremely Joyful, exuberantly so.
Simplicity of garlic creates magnificent rhythm

Entry 2 – Sara Lavelle



The intent was to emphasize the 
title word FEAST. An Indian cloth 
used here on the varanda (Hindi for 
‘porch’) seemed to call for brass 
and opulence.
Botanical Name

Salvia farinacea ‘Blue Bedder’
Nigella damascena
Euonymus compactus ‘Firebird’
Rosaceae ‘Munstead Wood’, ‘M Merril’
Lilium Orienpet
Delphinium ‘Wendy’
Dacus carota
Alstromeria ‘Margaret’
Zantedeschia Spreng.

Common Name

Salvia
Love in a Mist
Splurge
Hybrid roses
Trumpet Lily
Delphinium
Queen Anne’s Lace
Alstromeria
Calla Lily

Judges Comments:

A rhythmic and well balanced diet of colors and textures. 
We would love to be guests at your table.

Entry 3 – Grace Pless



Bringing garden to table. 
In a bold statement of 
nature’s blooms to make a 
special luncheon for two.

Botanical Name

Ammi 
Rosa
  ‘Our Lady of Guadeloupe’
Cleome
Hydrangea sp.
Hydrangea sp.
Hydrangea sp.
Echinacea

Common Name

Queen Anne’s Lace
Rose

Spider Flower
Hydrangea
Hydrangea
Hydrangea
Cone Flower

Judges Comments:

Elegant choice of what we suspect to be natural 
grown plant material that has been beautifully 
arranged. Interesting combination of varied textures 
and colors.  Good connection of colors in all 
elements of design.

Entry 4 – Courtney Blossman



Class 2 - 
Focus

A miniature design staged on a pedestal draped in color. Design will be 
photographed from the front. A statement of intent is optional. A miniature design 
staged on a 12” x 12” pedestal draped in a white cloth provided by the
committee.  A cloth drape of the designer’s choice is permitted. A statement of 
intent is optional.



The star shaped Carex grayi suggests the 
Covid virus to me and with the surround of 
the yellow honeysuckle and the golden 
honeysuckle is “the focus.”

Botanical Name

Buxus microphylla ‘Neil Zabriskie’
Lonceria sempervirens ‘John Clayton’
Carex grayi
Carex dolichostachya
Euonymous fortunei aureo-marginata
Hosta x hybrid ‘Green Eyes’

Common Name

Miniature boxwood ‘Neil Zabriskie’
‘John Clayton’ Yellow Honeysuckle
Gray’s Star Sedge
Gold Fountain Grass
Golden Euonymous
Miniature Hosta ‘Green Eyes’

Judges Comments:

Statement of intent ‘Nails it!’ The arrangement is well thought out, the repetition of 
the colors compliments and creates good rhythm.

Entry 5 – Mary Bruce Woody



The word focus made me think of 
binoculars. I found an inexpensive 
decorative pair at Walmart, 
hammered out the plastic eyepieces, 
and repurposed as a miniature vase.

Botanical Name

Coreopsis verticillata ‘Moonbeam’
Geranium Rozanne
Myosotis
Oenthera fruiticosa

Common Name

Moonbean Tickseed
Hardy Geranium, Cranesbill
Forget-Me-Nots
Sundrops

Judges Comments:

Very clever container! Very well focused!
Using the word focus and repeating in the statement ‘well 
thought out’’ Flowers and colors wonderful.

Entry 6 – Nancy Maher



Botanical Name

Anethum graveolens
Hosta sp.
Athyrium niponicum ‘Pictum’
Pelargonium
Hypericum
Huchera
Hedera helix ‘variagata’
Astilbe x arendsii ‘Amethyst’
Coriandrum
Sedum sp.

Common Name

Dill 
Miniature Hosta
Japanese Fern
Geranium
St. John’s Wort
Coral Bells
Variagated Ivy
Astilbe
Cilantro
Sedum

Judges Comments:

“Wonderful focal point” 
The St. John’s Wort  - nice interest in the front of the vase.

Entry 7 – Ruth Goodridge



Botanical Name

Monarda
Lantana  camara
Thymus praecox
Helenium autumnale
Asparagus aethiopicus
Perovskia atriplicifolia
Lavendula

Common Name

Bee Balm
Lantana
Creeping Thyme
Sneezeweed
Asparagus Fern
Russian Sage
Lavender

Judges Comments:

Love the container. 
Daisy shapes on vase repeated in the arrangement. 
“Dress the Pitcher”  - Focused -

Entry 7.5 – Clemie Gregory



A morning walk through a summer 
garden looking for diminutive 
delights.

Botanical Name

Stokesia laevis
Hydrangea macrophylla
Dryopteris celsa

Common Name

Stokes Aster
Hydrangea
Log Fern

Judges Comments:

Nice statement of intent. “Sweet diminutive delight”
Balance completed with lovely green shades.

Entry 8 – Ashley Stanier



Botanical Name

Campanulaceae
Thymus vulgaris

Common Name

Trailing Blue Lobelia
Thyme

Judges Comments:

Pleasingly clean diminutive design. The tender pink and purple blooms are beautiful 
with the patina of the silver container. 

Entry 20 – Katrina Morgan

“Ophelia, Ophelia, creeping Lobelia!”... 
       all she said was, “Give me Thyme.” 



Appreciating the small things in life, 
shows the best example of gratitude 
and humility.

Botanical Name

Hydrangea macrophylla
Hosta ‘Funkia’
Abelia x grandiflora
Tracheophyta
Juniperus sp.
Azalea sp.

Common Name

Hydrangea
Funkia Hosta
Abelia
Vascular Plant
Juniper
Azalea

Judges Comments:

We are focused on this enchanting fairy bouquet which 
exhibits the well proportioned small things in life. 

Entry 21 – Karen Brown



Class 3 - Colorblind

A monochromatic design staged on a 12” x 12” pedestal draped in a white cloth 
provided by the committee. A cloth drape of the designer’s choice is permitted. 
The drape must be 36” square or larger to cover the top third of the pedestal. 
Design should not exceed 15” in width and depth from center of pedestal. There is 
not a height restriction. Container color is the exhibitor’s choice. Design will be 
photographed from the front. A statement of intent is optional.



This design is inspired 
by my night walks when 
I admire the sight of 
white flowers under the 
light of the moon.

Botanical Name

Scabiosa
Limonium
Nicotiana
Zinnia
Cleome
Antirrhinum

Common Name

Pincushion Flower
Statice
Nicotiana
Zinnia
Spiderwort
Snapdragons

Judges Comments:

“Perky Turgid”
Focus flowers perfect. Color tints of white 
and green outstanding!!

Entry 9 – Annie Louise Perkinson



A quiet place of 
reflection and a rest for 
my eyes.

Botanical Name

Hosta ‘Funkia’
Hydrangea macrophylla
Nigella pods
Papaver somniferum

Common Name

Hosta
Hydrangea Incrediball
Love in a Mist
Poppy Seed Pods
Mossy Sticks

Judges Comments:

A quiet place to imagine the dance that evokes a 
peaceful, cool feeling.  Good use of texture

Entry 10 – Sara Lavelle



Visions of Pink 
Loveliness

Botanical Name

Digitalis
Paeonia
Lathyrus odoratus
Liliaceae
Dahlia
Rosa
Lisianthus
Zinnia

Common Name

Foxglove
Peony
Sweet Pea
Tulip
Dahlia
Rose
Lisianthus
Zinnia

Judges Comments:

We are blinded by the elegant well thought 
out technical expertise that results in a well 
balanced thoughtful design.

Entry 11 – Emmie Field &
                  Eleanor Thompson



Botanical Name

Lysimachia clethroides
Hydrangea macrophylla
Hydrangea Quercerfolia
Hosta sp.
Sedum sp.
Echinacea sp.
Coriander sativum
Leucanthemum x superbum
Playcodon grandiflorus 

Common Name

Gooseneck Loosestrife
Wee White Hydrangea
Oak Leaf Hydrangea
Hosta
Sedum
Cone Flower
Cilantro
Shasta Daisy
Balloon Flower

Judges Comments:

The texture and contrast of the coriander 
sets up an ethereal feel for this masterfully 
constructed vision of loveliness.

Entry 12 – Ruth Goodridge



Blue Skies smilin’ at me
Nothing but blue skies do I see
Blue days, all of them gone
Nothin’ but blue skies from now on

Botanical Name

Hydrangea macrophylla sp.
Polygonatum odoratum variegatum sp. 
Agaoabtgys africanus
Platycodon grandiflorus sp.
Hosta sp.

Common Name

Hydrangea
Solomon’s Seal
Lily of the Nile
Balloon Flower
Hosta Flower

Judges Comments:

The skillful use of repetition of harmonious hues and forms paint the blue 
skies ahead for the designer.

Entry 13 – Tina McGuire



Class 3 – Colorblind
Outside Photos



Class 4 – Fresh Perspectives

A hand-held tussy mussy inspired design. The metal container for which the 
design is named is not required, but stems may be wrapped with a ribbon, doily or 
other appropriate material. The design should not exceed 12” x 12”. Exhibitor will 
hold the bouquet to be photographed in front of a 15” x 15” white background. A 
statement of intent is required.



A mountain Tussy Mussy with plant material 
from my woods tied with a “ribbon” of native 
wisteria and fragrance from hay scented fern 
and lysimachia.

Botanical Name

Anthyrium Filix-femina
Dennstaedtia puntilobula
Adiantum pedatum
Dicentra exima
Lysimachia clethroides
Galax aphylla
Wisteria frutescens
Luecothoe axillis
Trillium grandiflorium

Common Name

Lady Fern
Hay Scented Fern
Maidenahir Fern
Bleeding Heart
Gooseneck Loosestrife
Galax
American Wisteria
Fetterbush
Trillium

Judges Comments:

Perfection! We would like to walk in your woods.
Commend the use of fragrance, the tendrils and conditioning

Entry 14 – Mary Bruce Woody



This bouquet was influenced by the 
bright pop of pink in the flower field on a 
gray July day.

Botanical Name

Limonium
Zinnias
Dianthus
Cleome
Celosia
Nicotiana

Common Name

Statice
Zinnias
Sweet William
Spiderwort
Cockscomb
Nicotiana

Judges Comments:

Nailed statement of intent!  Flowing arrangement of lovely colors.

Entry 15 – Annie Louise Perkinson



Botanical Name

Hydrangea macrophylla sp.
Sedum
Buddleja
Papaver somniferum
Vaccinium corymbosum
Apium graveolens

Common Name

Hydrangea
Sedum
Butterfly Bush
Poppy pods
Blueberries
Celery Flowers

Judges Comments:

We commend the harmonious combination of 
materials. Brought together with great dexterity. 
The subtle fragrance is a plus.

Entry 16 – Angie Baechtold



Tussy Mussys were used to 
disguise the smells of the 
streets in Victorian England.
I have used lavender, thyme 
and oregano.

Botanical Name

Lavendar augustifolia
Thymus laguninosa
Origanum vulgare
Hosta sp.

Common Name

Lavender
Thyme
Oregano
Hosta

Judges Comments:

The use of perfectly proportioned herbs makes this 
Tussy Mussy a well-crafted treat for the eyes as well as 
the nose!

Entry 17 – Jasmin Gentling



Division 2
Botanical Arts



Class 1 - 
Bifocals

Embellish a pair of oversized sunglasses provided by the committee. Lenses must 
be removed. Staged on a 11” x 11” white mount. Glasses will be photographed 
from the front with temples extended. A key card is required.



I was inspired by a previous experience 
with the FBRGCF – decorating pumpkins 
with nature. This has become an annual 
tradition for me!

Botanical Name

Foliose Lichen
Fruiticose Lichen
Tsuga candadensis pine cones
Pinus Rigida Miller
Quercus
Polyporaceae

Common Name

Lichen – two varieties

Hemlock Pine Cones
Pine Cones
Top of Acorn
Bracket Fungi

Judges Comments:

These specs on a wood nymph would make a supernatural 
sight in a pumpkin patch. The blend of woodland materials 
creates textural contrast. The hemlock cones create an 
effective Asheville style rhythm.

Entry 18 – Chris Dismukes



Botanical Name

Pistacia vesa
Cornus florida
Glycine max
Hemerocallis

Common Name

Pistachio
Flowering Dogwood
Soybean
Daylily

Judges Comments:

Glamorously Authentic! All elements move together in harmonious 
scale, symmetry, balance and color.
A perfect vision!

Entry 19 – Elizabeth Flynn
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Definitions
Bench Show: [G]  an informal show used for practice staged at a club meeting and may be as informal as entries shared for 
interest or more formal with classes announced in advance and posted on the club website. Generally, classes are not passed; 
there may be several blue ribbons and a club member(s) may informally judge or local GCA judge(s) and/or judges from another 
organization or experts in the discipline may be asked to judge. A Bench Show is used to encourage exhibitors in all disciplines in 
the process of preparing an entry. There are no minimum class requirements, number of entries, or number of classes. Clubs may 
stage a Bench Show at each meeting, record points and designate a Sweepstakes winner at the end of the meeting year.

Botanical arts: [BA]  division IV of a flower show; exhibits related to floral design or horticulture, involving a particular kind of skilled 
craftsmanship using all dried plant material as well as excellence in design.

Botanical embellishment: [BA]  an artistic craft enhancing a man-made object with all dried plant material that may be artificially 
treated. Complete coverage of the object is not required. 

Miniature design: [FD]  a diminutive design which with all of its components is not more than five inches in height, width, and 
depth.

Monochrome: [FD]  a design incorporating plant material of just one color, including the shades and tints of the hue. A small 
amount of green foliage is allowed with the chosen single color; small bit of attached non-conforming floral parts are permitted 
e.g. the yellow center of a purple aster. Unless stated in the schedule, the container, bases and/or stands do not need to be the 
same color.

Table classes: [FD]  Functional: a table exhibit arranged for dining, including dishes, glassware, linens, and floral design(s) with or 
without other components. The practical service of food should not be implied.

Tussy mussy: [FD]  a posy carried in a small, metallic, hand-held vase popular during the Victorian era. Currently, the term is often 
used in reference to the holder itself.


